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Gilbert Brown Award
This award was established in 1969 following a suggestion and donation by Dr Mary Burnell, a Past President of the ASA. It perpetuates the name of the first President of the ASA. Professor Douglas Joseph and Dr Judith Nicholas were the first recipients of the award. They were both awarded the Gilbert Brown Medal in 1969 and were presented with it at the annual dinner in 1970. The award is made to an individual who has made outstanding and particularly meritorious service to the ASA and to anaesthesia in Australia.
Recipient 2009
Doctor John Berend Lauritz
Dr John Lauritz graduated from medicine with honours in 1971. He joined the ASA in 1979 and served the Society throughout his career spanning nearly 40 years.   He has always been a keen and enthusiastic individual who simply ‘gets the job done’.

Prior to his current appointment as Chair of the NSC Organising Committee, John served on the Education Committee, Awards, Research Grants and Prizes Committee and the Queensland Committee of Management.  However, John’s most outstanding and meritorious service to the Society has been through his significant contribution to the planning, preparation and conduct of the Society’s National Scientific Congresses. He has dedicated the last decade to ensuring the Society’s congresses provide high quality educational opportunities together with a balanced social program for members and their families. He has also served on local organising committees and personally convened meetings.

John has managed to weave sponsors, professional conference organisers, venue operators and committee members together to create high quality meetings that are very much appreciated by the members. His devotion, enthusiasm and selflessness are his hallmark. He has delivered to the Society  significant economies through efficiencies and via his rigorous negotiating skills. 
John is an outstanding and devoted member who has given particularly meritorious service as   Chair of the NSC Organising Committee.  
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