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Gilbert Brown Award
This award was established in 1969 following a suggestion and donation by Dr Mary Burnell, a Past President of the ASA. It perpetuates the name of the first President of the ASA. Professor Douglas Joseph and Dr Judith Nicholas were the first recipients of the award. They were both awarded the Gilbert Brown Medal in 1969 and were presented with it at the annual dinner in 1970. The award is made to an individual who has made outstanding and particularly meritorious service to the ASA and to anaesthesia in Australia.
Recipient 2009
Doctor Haydn Keith Stevenson Perndt
Dr Perndt graduated in Medicine in 1977 and began working overseas almost immediately. Dr Perndt’s service to anaesthesia in the Pacific Islands extends back to his first appointment in 1985 in Vanuatu where he served as a Medical Officer for two years. With his assistance, the Pacific Diploma of Anaesthesia was established, representing the first post graduate qualification in the Pacific region. Dr Perndt was an active member of a small contingent of anaesthetists who volunteered their time to advance the cause of their craft across the Pacific region. His work has become the cornerstone of subsequent courses that continue today.

Dr Perndt also worked extensively with the international Red Cross and in some of the world’s most dangerous areas of conflict, including Somalia and Sudan. Whilst working in these areas, Dr Perndt established the Remote Situations, Difficult Circumstances, Developing Country Anaesthesia (RSDCDCA) courses and the Primary Trauma Care (PTC) program to ensure adequate training was provided for the local and international doctors, many of whom were Australian. The PTC program now operates across 20 countries. In 1996 he became Chair of the World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists Education Committee, coordinating the deployment of over 50 teachers to critical overseas posts in four years. Dr Perndt was one of the first Australian anaesthetists to volunteer his services to help restore order to earthquake affected Pakistan in 2005.

He has previously been awarded the Gilbert Troup Medal and the Presidents Medal by the ASA. Described as his peers as unassuming and modest, Dr Perndt’s contribution to anaesthesia in the Pacific and developing countries can only be described as outstanding. 
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