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President's Update

Welcome to the final e-news for 2009! This year has been varied and busy for the ASA with the launch of a new website, the 12th edition of the Relative Value Guide and the commencement of the GP Anaesthetists Locum Scheme. The National Scientific Congress in Darwin was a great success; combining an excellent scientific and social program. We are looking forward to providing an equal but unique experience for all in Melbourne in 2010.
Outside of the ASA, the government continues to make reforms and to undertake consultation. Last Thursday Andrew Mulcahy, Mark Sinclair, Peter Lawrence and I attended a meeting initiated by the Medical Benefits Review Task Force as part of their consultation process prior to implementing the Quality Framework for Reviewing Services announced in the last budget. This framework will not only evaluate new items proposed but will also review existing items. The assessment will be based on the actual value of the item in health terms rather than the comparative value of services. New technologies will still be referred to the Medical Services Advisory Committee (MSAC). While this new framework is in an early stage of development it is clear that budgetary drivers will underpin the new evaluation process. The ASA is committed to informing the process of the value of anaesthesia and its related activities.
I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to the outgoing Anaesthesia and Intensive Care Chief Editor, Dr Alan Duncan and welcome to the new Chief Editor, Professor Neville Gibbs. Thanks also need to be expressed to Dr Andrew Mulcahy who has worked tirelessly as Chair of the Economics Advisory Council, providing excellent direction to this committee and providing valuable information and insight for ASA members. His replacement will be Dr Mark Sinclair and I welcome him to the role. 
Looking forward to 2010, I hope that the Society can continue to gain members and make gains for members. Thank you to you all.
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Economic Advisories
The ASA has developed an Economics Advisory section to the website designed to keep members abreast of developments in the professional and economic arena. To access these important documents you will need to be registered on the ASA website and log on to the Members Only section, here. Please remember, when you register on the site, you should use the email address you have registered with the ASA and can choose your own password. Please contact the ASA on asa@fed.asa.org.au if you experience any difficulties.
Debt Recovery

The ASA has sought legal advice on the recovery of members’ expenses when they engage a debt recovery agent to pursue outstanding accounts. Click here to read more. 
After Hours Obstetric Procedures
When an anaesthetist is called in to provide epidural analgaesia for a woman in labour... click here to read more...
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Anaesthesia for GE – Position Statement 13

The final version of the ASA Position Statement 13 is now available online. This pertains to gastroenterological procedures for anaesthesia.
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GP Anaesthetist Locum Scheme (GPALS)

The General Practitioner Anaesthetist Locum Scheme is seeking applications from rural or remote GP anaesthetists (RA 2-5) requiring locum relief and from GP or Specialist anaesthetists seeking locum work. Generous subsidies are available. For more information or to obtain an application form, please call Dianne on (02) 9327 4022, send an email to gpals@fed.asa.org.au or visit the ASA website at www.asa.org.au.
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Surveys
Issues Affecting Australian Anaesthetists – Have Your Say!

This 5 minute survey examines current issues affecting the personal and professional lives of Australian anaesthetists. Click here: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WZY5DGZ
Help the ASA Help You!

You are asked to spend the five minutes required to complete this survey to help the ASA Council appreciate better the requirements of members and the direction towards which members wish the Society to head. The survey is available here.
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Upcoming Events

Sponsorship of the 2010 National Scientific Congress
The trade hall of the Melbourne Convention Centre is filling fast but some great opportunities are still available! For more information please have a look at the prospectus or contact Robert or Avril from the ASA’s Marketing and Events team on rcampbell@fed.asa.org.au or acronk@fed.asa.org.au (02) 9327 4022.
Inaugural Collaborative Acute Pain Day: 9am – 5pm, Sunday 28 March 2010
This is an opportunity to join forces with other disciplines and those with a chronic pain focus in order to improve our practice through discussion and cross fertilization of ideas. There will be a combination of interactive workshops, presentations and networking opportunities.
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Member Benefits

Ascott Hotel Deals

Please click here to access the latest deals offered to ASA members by Ascott Hotels. 
National Car Search

National Car Search will negotiate your new car price, arrange your trade-in, arrange cost effective finance and deliver your new vehicle to your door. Phone: 1300 367 778 or email Bruce Andrews, bjandrews@carsearch.com.au or Matthew Andrews, mandrews@carsearch.com.au
ASA Wine Society

Please click here for the latest offers from the Wine Society, brought to you by AusCellar Door.
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