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Gilbert Brown Award
This award was established in 1969 following a suggestion and donation by Dr Mary Burnell, a Past President of the ASA. It perpetuates the name of the first President of the ASA. Professor Douglas Joseph and Dr Judith Nicholas were the first recipients of the award. They were both awarded the Gilbert Brown Medal in 1969 and were presented with it at the annual dinner in 1970. The award is made to an individual who has made outstanding and particularly meritorious service to the ASA and to anaesthesia in Australia.
Recipient 2009
Professor Ross Beresford Holland
Professor Holland graduated in Medicine from Sydney University in 1952 and joined the ASA shortly afterwards in 1956. He has had a distinguished medical career, contributing to the Society and to the advancement of anaesthesia both in Australia and internationally. He has held Honorary Anaesthetist appointments at many hospitals, including Lidcombe, Fairfield District, Royal North Shore, Mt Druitt and Queen Mary in Hong Kong. He remains an Emeritus Consultant at Westmead Hospital and for the Hunter Area Developmental Disability Service. His contributions also extend to the military, with service in Vietnam in 1966 and in East Timor in 2001.

Professor Holland’s most outstanding and meritorious contribution has been to improving the safety of anaesthesia both nationally and internationally. In 1960, he pioneered the investigation of deaths under anaesthesia and was instrumental in the founding of the NSW Ministerial and “privileged” committee – the Special Committee Investigating Deaths Under Anaesthesia (SCIDUA) on which he served as Secretary from 1960 to 1975 then Chairman from 1975 to 1987. He was a Foundation Member of the International Committee for Prevention of Anaesthetic Morbidity and Mortality and has been honoured as a Life Member of the Australian Patient Safety Foundation, of which he was a Founding Member.

Professor Holland has also taken an active involvement in the history of his craft; acting as the Honorary Secretary of the Society for Preservation of Artefacts of Surgery and Medicine (SPASM) and as Chairman of the History of Anaesthesia, Library, Museum and Archives Committee of the ASA (HALMA); and Chairman of the History of Anaesthesia and Resuscitation Special Interest Group.

He has delivered over 70 presentations at national and international scientific meetings. In 1992 he was awarded the Robert Orton Medal from ANZCA for distinguished services to anaesthesia and in 2007 the Gold Medal from the Australian Council on Health Care Standards for devotion to anaesthesia safety.
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