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Life Membership

Life Membership was recommended as a membership category for distinguished Australian members in 1963. A postal referendum was held to include this category in the ASA Constitution. The first Life Member elected was Dr Harry Daly.

Life Membership is awarded to an individual for having given long and distinguished service to the ASA. It is the highest award of the ASA.

Life Members will have their name entered on the Honour Board, receive a citation, lapel badge and complimentary membership subscription and NSC registration for themselves and partner.

     Recipient 2009

Dr Richard John Bailey
Dr Richard John Bailey graduated in 1956 and became the second ever anaesthetic registrar at the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children in 1959. Dr Bailey’s achievements in the area of paediatric and adult cardiac anaesthesia include involvement with the first bypass case at the Children’s Hospital, the first heart transplant at St Vincent’s and the current transplant program commenced by Dr Victor Chang in 1984. Richard was also involved in the developing and challenging field of paediatric airway endoscopy and was integral in the involvement of anaesthesia for electrocochleography and cochlear implants in deaf children.

As well as pioneering new practices, Richard has been an avid collector of the history of anaesthesia. Australian anaesthetists are the benefactors of Richard’s lifelong passion for the history of his specialty through his collection of books, equipment and ephemera related to anaesthesia. Richard has been the Honorary Historian and Librarian to the ASA for over 25 years, with the Library being named after him in 1994. Richard has also been the curator of the Harry Daly Museum for over 18 years. This museum is now a superb reflection of the history and unique developments of anaesthesia in Australia. 

One of Richard’s key qualities is his loyalty and enthusiastic support for anaesthesia at all levels, his colleagues many of whom are life-long friends, his hospitals – St Vincent’s and the Children’s Hospital now at Westmead and the Australian Society of Anaesthetists.
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